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India beat Korea 4-2 in women’s Asia Cup hockey

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Hangzhou (China)

India continued their unbeaten
run with a comfortable 4-2 win
over Korea in their first Super 4
stage match of the women’s
Asia Cup hockey tournament on
Wednesday.

India, who finished the pool
stages at the top with seven
points, scored through
Vaishnavi Vitthal Phalke (2nd
minute), Sangita Kumari (33rd),
Lalremsiami (40th), and Rutuja
Dadaso Pisal (59th). Yujin Kim
(33rd, 53rd) scored both the
goalsl for Korea. India will next
play China on Thursday.

Guarding the goal in Savita

Kuldeep on target as India make short work of UAE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dubai

Kuldeep Yadav's artistry was
too much for a clueless UAE
to comprehend as India
hardly broke a sweat in an
emphatic nine-wicket victory
in their Asia Cup opener on
Wednesday.

Kuldeep didn't show any
signs of rustiness as India dis-
missed the home team for a
paltry 57 in 13.1overs and then
cantered home in just 4.3
overs. Abhishek Sharma (30
off 16 balls) continued his
blazing run in the company of
best friend Shubman Gill (20
not out off nine), who also
looked in ominous touch on
his return to T20 cricket.

Call it an irony, it was left-
arm spinner Simranjeet
Singh, who once bowled to
Shubman in his pre-teens,
was hit for the winning runs
by the Indian vice-captain.

India's batting effort was
more like a highlights
package and a glorified net
session with UAE bowlers
having very little clue on
where to pitch the ball.

That the match would end
way before time was clear
once captain Suryakumar
Yadav won the toss and
elected to field.

The bowling plans laid by
Gautam Gambhir and
Suryakumar were perfectly

executed by the unit with the
Dubai track helping the skill-
ful Indian spinners.

Kuldeep, who had a frustrat-
ing time in the UK after
warming the bench for five
straight Tests, was too good for
the UAE batters, ending with
figures of 4 for 7 in 2.1 overs.
Jasprit Bumrah (1/19 in 3 overs)
started the slide with a perfect
yorker to remove Kerala born
Alishan Sharafu (22 off 17 balls),
who had till then survived
audaciously with three bound-
aries and a six.

Once Bumrah landed a
perfect one at the base of
Sharafu's boots, UAE's promis-
ing start turned into a sorry
tale with batters making a

beeline back to the dug-out.

The troika of spinners —
Kuldeep, Varun Chakravarthy
(1/4in 2 overs) and Axar Patel
(1/13 in 3 overs) are bowlers
whom the players from asso-
ciate nations don't play reg-
ularly and UAE had no clue
how to counter them.

Shivam Dube (3/4 in 2
overs), whose bowling is
going to be important
heading into T20 World Cup,
helped himself with career-
best figures, polishing off the
tail in style.

Dube hit the right length
during his two over spell,
bowling at a speed of late
120 kmph and keeping a
fullish length while slipping

in the odd back of length
heavy delivery.

Rahul Chopra wanted to hit
out of trouble against
Kuldeep and was holed out at
long-on while left-handed
Harshit Kaushik had no clue
how to tackle a chinaman's
googly — one that comes
into the southpaw.

Skipper Muhammad
Waseem (19 off 22 balls) found
it difficult to get going and
when he tried to sweep
Kuldeep, the ball bounced a
tad extra.

In all, the Indian bowlers
delivered 81 balls —13.1 overs
plus two wides and UAE
batters couldn't score off
52 deliveries.

Bishnol, Arshdeep move up in ICC
rankings for bowlers in T20Is

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dubai

Indian spinner Ravi Bishnoi
and left-arm seamer
Arshdeep Singh moved up to
the sixth and 10th spot
respectively in the latest ICC
T20 rankings released on
Wednesday.

While Varun Chakravarthy
remains the highest-ranked
Indian bowler at Number 4
spot, the trio of Bishnoi,
Arshdeep and Axar Patel
moved up one spot each to
reach sixth, 10th and 13th.

Among batters, Abhishek
Sharma continues to sit atop
the table with 829 rating
points, followed by Tilak
Varma on second and skipper
Suryakumar Yadav at the

sixth spot.

But Yashasvi Jaiswal, who
was not selected for the Asia
Cup in India’s 15-member
squad and is among the five
reserve players, slipped one
position to be ranked 11th.

Ruturaj Gaikwad and Sanju
Samson both gained one posi-
tion each to be ranked 26th
and 34th. Among all-rounders,
Hardik Pandya remains
Number 1 with 252 rating
points. The T20I rankings

were updated following the
conclusion of the tri-series
involving UAE, Afghanistan
and Pakistan. Pakistan won
the competition with a 75-run
victory against Afghanistan in
the final. There were no
changes in ODI rankings for
batters with India’s Shubman
Gill ranked world Number 1,
captain Rohit Sharma at
Number 2, Virat Kohli at
Number 4 and Shreyas lyer at
Number 8. However, in the
latest ODI rankings for
bowlers, India’s Kuldeep
Yadav slipped one position to
be ranked fourth and Ravindra
Jadeja dropped two places to
10th. Both Mohammed Shami
and Mohammed Siraj also
slipped two places each to be
ranked 14th and 15th.

Sindhu loses; Prannoy, Sen advance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Hong Kong

India’s two-time Olympic
medallist shuttler PV Sindhu
bowed out, while HS Prannoy
and Lakshya Sen earned
hard-fought wins to advance
in the Hong Kong Open
Super 500 tournament
on Wednesday.

Sindhu, who had reached
the BWF World
Championships quarterfinals
last month, lost the women’s
singles round-of-32 contest
21-15,16-21,19-21 to unseeded
Danish shuttler Line
Christophersen.

However, Prannoy, ranked
34th in the world, humbled
14th oranked Lu Guang Zu of
China 21-17, 21-14 in 44
minutes, while Sen got his
campaign going with a gru-

elling 22-20, 16-21, 21-15 win to
secure a place in the men’s
singles pre-quarterfinals.

Kiran George also secured
a place in the men’s singles
last-16 getting the better of
Singapore’s higher-ranked
Jia Heng Jason Teh 21-16, 21-
11in 34 minutes.

World Number 31 Ayush
Shetty overcame a stiff chal-
lenge from lower-ranked
Chinese-Taipei shuttler Su Li
Yang 15-21, 21-19, 21-13 in
slightly over an hour to
secure a place in the last-16
in men’s singles.

For Sindhu, this was her first
loss to the 25-year-old
Christophersen in six outings,
coming at a time when the
Indian star was beginning to
rediscover her form after early
exits at the Swiss Open and
Japan Open earlier this year.

Sindhu took an early 3-1
lead in the first game before
her opponent equalised 5-all.
Leading 14-13, Sindhu upped
her game allowing
Christophersen just one
point before taking
the opener. The second game
saw the Indian leading 13-12
before errors cropped up in
her game as she gave away
five points on the trot.

The decider was a battle of
nerves with both players
going neck and neck till 19-all
before two decisive points for
Christophersen ended
Sindhu’s campaign.

The women'’s doubles pair
of Rutaparna Panda and
Swetaparna Panda won their
round-of-32 match against
Hong Kong’s Oi Ki Vanessa
Pang and Sum Yau Wong 17-
21, 9-21 in just 28 minutes,

while the Chinese Taipei duo
of Chen Cheng Kuan and Hsu
Yin-Hui got the better of
Dhruv Kapil and Tanisha
Crasto 16-21, 11-21 in 31
minutes.

India’s Rakshitha Ramraj
will play her round-of-32
singles match against fifth-
seeded former world cham-
pion from Thailand
Ratchanok Intanon, while
the mixed doubles duo of
Rohan Kapoor and Ruthvika
Gadde will take on the
second-seeded Chinese pair
of Feng Yan Zhe and Huang
Dong Ping.

On Tuesday, India’s top
men’s doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty had overcame
Taiwan’s Chiu Hsiang Chieh
and Wang Chi-Lin in their
opening round.

Punia’s absence, Bichu Devi
Kharibam has been the obvious
Number 1 choice between the
posts for India.

Bansuri Solanki got to rotate
against Thailand and Singapore,
but Bichu played all four quar-
ters against Japan and that
might be the case going forward
in these big matches.

India earned an early penalty
corner and struck the first blood
through Vaishnavi, who scored
from a rebound after udita’s
initial slap shot was blocked by
the Korean goalkeeper.

India secured another penalty
corner minutes later after an
unsuccessful review from Korea,
but wasted the opportunity.

Korea had to deal with series of
penalty corners thereafter, but
failed to cash in on the oppor-
tunities.

Korea earned another penalty
corner late in the first quarter as
the injection and follow-up shot
look dangerous, but India’s
goalkeeper Bichu made a bril-
liant save to hand side the
advantage going into half-time.

In the 22nd minute, Mumtaz’s
reverse hit was valiantly saved
by the Korean goalkeeper after
being set up Neha and Navneet.
Three minutes after the change
of ends, India doubled their
lead through Sangita’s field
goal.

But India’s joy was shortlived

as Korea pulled one back
through Yujin Kim’s penalty
corner conversion.

In the 40th minute,
Lalremsiami scored a brilliant
field goal to extend India’s lead
to 3-1as they continued to dom-
inate the possession in the final
quarter with repeated forays
into the rival circle.

But it was Korea who reduced
the margin against the run of
play from penalty corner, ably
converted by Kim in the 53rd
minute.

India, however, replied back
in their own fashion when
Rutuja scored from a rebound in
the 59th minute to seal the
affair.
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